
…students aren’t passive receptacles into which knowledge can be 
poured. They learn more, research shows, when they work through 
problems, on their own or with one another. They learn more when 

they’re less anxious. They learn more when they’re curious and 
motivated. And one way to help students get into that headspace is to 

give them choices (Supiano, 2021).



Workshop Objectives

Participants will learn to…

• Utilize a learner/learning-centered lens to review, adapt, or develop a 
syllabus

• Align learning goals, teaching/learning activities, and 
feedback/assessment

• Use language on the syllabus to contribute to students’ sense of 
inclusion and belonging 

• Workshop Resources

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wEDpB-CsXl9u0rl93ZaZfmlF5YcJ5aBd?usp=sharing


Reflection Questions
• What are guiding principles that you want to keep in mind as you design and 

teach your courses?

• What is most challenging for you as you design your syllabi?

• What policies and rules do you include on your syllabus that you don’t full believe 
in? Why do you include them?

• What are knowledges, skills, and dispositions you want your students to have or 
be able to demonstrate at the end of the semester?



Shared reflections



A learning-centered syllabus focuses on the needs 
of the students and their learning process

UC San Diego Teaching + Learning Hub



Integrated Course Design (Fink, 2003)

Learning goals, teaching and learning activities, and assessment processes 
should be relevant to students’ lives, challenging yet attainable, and inspiring.

Do students have 
options about how 
they express their 
learning?



Backward 
Design 
Facilitates 
Alignment and 
Integration



Typologies of learning outcomes

Revised Bloom/Cognitive Domain Fink’s Taxonomy



Qualities of Learning Outcomes

Yes No
Student-

Centered

Students will name each theory of personality 

development and describe the key characteristics 

that distinguish each theory

Different theories of personality 

development will be explored 

through lectures, readings, and 

assignments
Measurable Students will be able to identify examples of 

symbolism in short stories and incorporate 

symbolism in their own writing

Students will understand symbolism

Meaningful and 

forward looking

Students will be able to determine which Southeast 

Asian countries have the political stability, 

purchasing power for their product, and prospects 

for economic growth for particular industries

Students will understand what the 

differences are in the population and 

resources of the various countries in 

Southeast Asia
Achievable and 

Clear

Students will be able to analyze how American 

foreign policy history relates to current trends in 

American foreign policy

Students will be able to analyze 

American history

Decisions about teaching and learning activities and 
assessment flow out of well constructed learning outcomes



Classroom activities that act as formative 
assessments of learning

• Check prior knowledge
• Build connections
• Pose questions for engagement
• Establish relevance
• Introduce content/concepts
• Demonstrate knowledge of 

content/concepts
• Strengthen knowledge of 

content/concepts
• Assess knowledge of 

content/concepts
• Help students reflect on learning
• Reinforce knowledge of 

content/concepts

https://engagedteaching.ucsd.edu/_files/res
ources/active-learning-guide.pdf

https://engagedteaching.ucsd.edu/_files/resources/active-learning-guide.pdf


Language and Tone

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/



Language and Tone

https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/



Let’s examine these attributes in practice

• Review the Syllabus Template (20 minutes).
• What does this syllabus convey? Describe the elements.

• What would make it more student/learner-centered?

• In what ways do your syllabi resemble this template? What might you adopt?

• What issues or problems do you have with the template? How might those be 
rectified?

• Is Clark ready for syllabus templates? What would need to be considered to 
move to common templates?



Report out



Recap: 10 questions (Reihman)
1. What do you want your students to learn?

2. Do your learning outcomes capture your answer to #1?

3. Do your assignments and tests teach and measure the things that matter most to you (and the 
students?)

4. How can you best use the class time you have?

5. Have you established high expectations?

6. Have you used all the resources at your disposal?

7. Have you given your students a road map for the course?

8. Is your syllabus well organized and readable?

9. Have you built in ways of getting feedback from students on how the course is going?

10. Is your syllabus written in the tone you wish to convey?


